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1E SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 
"his bulletin is published for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 


~ Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 


November 9th, 1944 


THE RECONSTRUCTION OF MEDICAL WORK 
IN CHINA 


‘Tribute to Christian Contribution and 
Offer of Further Opportunities 


« The Secretary of the Medical Council of the 
‘National Christian Council of China has is- 
|sued a statement describing the plans being 
‘made by the National Health Administration 
of China for the rehabilitation of medical 
services in China after the cessation of hos- 
tilities. 

A large representative committee has been 
‘established, and the Committee has plans for 
the setting up of a large number of hospitals 
-and of the building up of a complete health 
service. 

- Dr. P. Z. King, Director-General of the 
National Health Administration, in inviting 
the Christian bodies to come fully into the 
scheme, has stated that the co-operation of 
the Christian medical services in all phases 


of the programme will be welcomed, and. 


especially so in the form of men or women 
well qualified by training and experience to 
be specialists in various fields of health work 
or departments of medical services. The 
“most important and significant contribution, 
he says, the Christian medical services can 
make, especially in the years immediately 
following the end of hostilities, is in the 
staffing and effective running of curative cen- 
tres (hospitals) and in the training of per- 
sonnel. Senior men or women with previous 
experience of China, and especially qualified 
for teaching, will be warmly welcomed. 
Assurance is given that everything possible 
will be done to allocate to Christian organiza- 
tions sites or areas in which they prefer to 
accept the responsibility for medical work. 
In each such allocation a previously existing 
hospital may be rehabilitated, or an entirely 


new hospital built, as the needs may indicate, 
and the plan provides for rehabilitation 
or new building, together with standard 
equipment and supplies at the expense of the 
relief and rehabilitation administration. Re- 
sponsibility for further needs of equipment 
and supplies after operation for one year 
will revert to the organization accepting re-— 
sponsibility for operation of each hospital 
concerned. It is expected that for one year, 
and possibly for longer, after cessation of 
hostilities, standard equipment and supplies 
will be available through international 
sources such as U.N.R.R.A., and some per- 
sonnel available from the same source, but 
the very greatest difficulty facing the govern- 
ment will be in connection with finding quali- 
fied personnel in sufficient quantity, and in 
the provision of adequate funds for mainte- 
nance. Hence the specific appeal or request 
to Christian sources. : 

Assurance is given also that no restrictions 
will be placed on the carrying on of Christian 
evangelistic work within the hospitals, 
though very naturally and rightly it is ex- 
pected that professional standards will be — 
maintained as high as possible above the 
minimum level. 

The National Health administration will, 
on request, act officially to request release of 
needed personnel from other forms of ser- ._ 
vice, or to ask that granting of passports be _ 
facilitated, so that qualified persons may re- — 
turn to China or new recruits come out to 
China soon and in much larger numbers. — 


Administrator’s Tribute to Christian 
Medical Service 


In connection with the above scheme, Dr. 2 
King, the Director-General of the National — 
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Plowing eee tribute to Christian eel 
cal work :— ah; 

It is well known that the Sinteute teach- 
ings and practice of modern medicine were’ 
first brought to China a little over a century 
ago by medical missionaries; that modern 
education, including medical education, in 
China owes its start and a great deal of its 
impetus even to the present-day schools, col- 
leges and universities started and maintained 
by Christian agencies. In particular the 
great contribution made by Christian medi- 
cal missions received acknowledgment and 
tribute at the time of the formation of the 
Chinese Medical Association in 1933 in the 


setting up of a Council of Medical Missions — 


as one of the official sections of the C.M.A. 
Suecessive heads of the National Health 


Service have made acknowledgment of the © 


debt owned by modern medicine in China to 
Christian medical schools, hospitals, schools 
of nursing, doctors and nurses. 

At this time it is only fitting that warmest 
thanks and highest tribute be paid to the 
Christian medical services in all forms for 
the fundamentally important part they have 
played, and continue to play, in the develop- 
ment of modern medical practice in China. 
It is earnestly hoped that these services will 
not only be continued but extended. In the 
past they have played a leading part in 
the maintenance of health facilities and in 
the training of medical personnel of high 
quality; as the government training pro- 


. granime develops it is earnestly hoped that: 


the Christian medical colleges will continue 
to maintain and even to improve the stand- 
ard of training and at the same time to in- 
crease facilities so that even larger numbers 
of well qualified personnel may become avail- 
able. Without the fullest possible co-opera- 
tion and extension of the Christian medical 
services that achievement of the nation’s 
hopes and plans for a comprehensive health 
- service will be very difficult, if not impossible, 
for a long time to come. 

The present source of China’s medical and 
related personnel is largely from refugee in- 
situtions; this is especially so as regards 
medical colleges. The numerical production 
of personnel in these institutions is ineffi- 
ciently low. The chief cause of this ineffi- 
ciency is the lack of technical equipment, 
lost when home institutions were abandoned. 
Consequently, immediate assistance in pro- 
curing scientific equipment to increase and 
improve the output of these institutions 
might well constitute a first priority. 

Great importance is placed on the potential 
contribution of the Christian medical ser- 
vices, especially in the maintenance of thera- 
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ficulty as they can only enter that country 


Response from the Noone Christian ; 
Council — 

On 8th August, 1944 the National Chris-— 
tian Council of China Standing Committee 
passed the following resolution :— 

“The Standing Committee of the National 
Christian Council has received from the 
Commission on Medical Missions the request 
of the National Health Administration for 
the assistance of Christian medical work in 
postwar planning and commends this state- 
ment to the member organizations of the 
National Christian Council and to the Mis- 
sion Boards in America and Britain. It is 
hoped that immediate steps will be taken to © 
respond to this request and to assemble in © 
Free China a nucleus of doctors and nurses 
who will be free to move into liberated areas — 
when needed. The offer of the Chinese Gov- 4 
ernment to help by requesting the release of ~ 
personnel or the granting of passports should — 
be noted by the Mission Boards. } 

“The Committee also expresses apprecia-— 
tion of the statement made by Dr. P. Z. King, ~ 
Director-General of the National Health Ad- i 
ministration, on 38lst July, and can assure © 
him that the Christian churches in China and~ P 
overseas will endeavour to respond as they — 
are able, praying that the inspiring efforts of 
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‘the N.H.A. of the Chinese Government, un- 4 
der the leadership of Dr. King and his col=-= 


leagues, may receive the guidance and bless- — 
ing of God.” P 


“MISSIONARY PASSAGES 


The difficulties under which missionary — 
societies are working are very acute, but our © 
readers may like to know what the authori- ~ 
ties have been able to do during the current — 
year in the matter of granting missionary + 
passages. 4 

Missionary passages granted during the © 
current year amount to not less than 353 to © 
various territories. The current year, far © 
from being exceptionally good, has been 
exceptionally difficult owing to the operation ~ 
of the travel ban during a number of months. © 

The situation concerning missionaries to 
India has been very difficult, but recent ~ 
grants of 131 passages (included in the above ~ 
figure) for medical and educational mis-~ 
sionaries, made by the India Office, have 
alleviated matters. 

Missionaries to China are in a special dif- 


by air. A number of missionaries have bee 
given air priority and efforts are being made 
to send further reinforcements. 


4 


ion to the above, overseas tours by 
miss’ mary secretaries of at least six societies 
x phase been arranged. 


_ A TIME FOR GREATNESS IN 


r EDUCATION A 
Mr. Chuter Ede’s Speech to Baptists in 
London 


Addressing the Baptist Board in London 
to-day (Wednesday, November 1st, 1944) 
Mr. Chuter Ede, M.P., Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Education, said that 
in the 1944 Education Act was stated in 
clear, concise but noble language the true 
ideal of a democratic education service. This 
great enactment for the first time viewed our 
English education problem comprehensively. 
While preserving all that is worth preserving 
from the past, its provisions had been framed 
after careful and earnest consideration of the 
problems of the future. 

“We are indeed,” said Mr. Ede, “living in 

a time of greatness. We have relearnt the 
lessons of sacrifice and comradeship. We 
have re-discovered the heroic qualities of the 
common people. This old nation fashions 
the future in the light of the revelations that 
have been brought to us during our period 
of t ial. 

ore than in the last months of the war 
which ended in 1918, we realize that there is 
no going back. We have to move forward. 
We have to prepare ourselves to live in a 
world that will need reconstructing in the 
same spirit of sacrifice and enterprise to 


which we have accustomed ourselves during 


the struggle. To give our youth the knowl- 
edge and spirit to play their part in this 
-re-constituted world has been recognized by 
the Government as the first of its duties in 
attempting to re-establish British civilization. 
“Tf the clear intention of Parliament was 
faithfully interpreted we should have an edu- 
-eation service worthy of the nation. Suf- 
ficient legislative provision has been made 
to bring the school-leaving age for all chil- 
dren to the age of 16. The administrative 
process of securing adequate teachers and 
buildings has brought a time factor into this 
consideration. It was the fixed intention of 
the Government to ensure that an adequate 
supply of teachers and appropriate buildings 
shall have a high priority in the immediate 
post-war period.” 

Mr. Ede said that our high standard of 
living must be maintained by the genius of 
our designers and the skill of our craftsmen. 
“We dare not neglect the things of the spirit, 
but we must not despise those God- -given 
alents which have enabled our craftsmen in 


‘ 


: past to produce goods which, for quality, 


are unsurpassed. The school of the future 
will not have appropriately fulfilled its duty 
if it merely dismisses as dunces those chil- 
dren to whom the gifts of tongues and the 
power of abstract calculation have not been 
given. It has to try to find out what other 
aptitude there may be through which the chil- 
dren can give expression to their individ- 
uality. 

“The child whose aptitudes are practical 
must receive the same education, guidance — 
and encouragement as the child whose apti- 
tudes are academic.” 

An improved full-time service of education 
would provide us with a population, if that 
education had been well directed and had 
concerned itself with the individual abilities 
and aptitudes of the pupils, much more de- 
sirous of, and capable of benefiting from, 
those voluntary adult education services 
which have made some, but not sufficient, 
headway during recent years. “This phase 
of our activities -will, we believe, receive a 
substantial impetus from the work done in 
the Services, where much experience has been 
gained in both the methods of conducting 
such courses and the subjects which really 
interest the participants in them.” 

Dealing with the religious settlement Mr. 


Ede said, “We have endeavoured to secure, 


and I believe the experience of administra- 


tion during the next twenty years will prove —~ 


we have secured, that the basis of our edu- 
cation shall be Christian, that, over a field 
that will steadily increase in area, we shall 
find agreement as to what is to be taught re 
the child, and that, where that is not pos-. 

sible, we ‘shall find available teaching for the 
child in accordance. with the wishes of his — 
parents, whether he be Anglican, Noncon- ~ 
formist, or Roman Catholic. I sincerely be- — 


lieve, as a Nonconformist, that a solution — 
-which ensures this is in accordance with the — 


highest traditions of Non-conformity. et 
“The people of this country, during the is 


last five years, have shown that they are he 
capable of the highest deeds which physical 


and moral courage can enable a nation to do. 


Spiritual and moral courage will be required _ 
in no less degree if, from the height of our 


present achievement, we are not to descend — 


as we did a quarter of a century ago. In so ~ 


far as the State can help to create these 


- essential qualities of mind and soul, itis the 
resolute determination of the Government one 
that this Measure shall enable our people to — 


reach yet even higher peaks of achievement < 
in the art of living.” ; 


THE LATE ARCHBISHOP TEMPLE _ 
The Archbishop of York, Dr. Cyril Garbett, 


- sent messages to the heads of a large number 


é 


of Orthodox and Reformed Churches on — 


the Continent concerning the death of Dr. 
Temple. 


The following is the text of the message sent. 


to the Russian Orthodox Church :— 

“In sad bereavement through the death 
of your brother our beloved William Temple, 
whose ashes we laid to rest in Christ to-day, 
we ask his beloved Russian brethren’s 
prayers for the English Church and Nation. 
With heartfelt brotherly prayers for your 
beloved self, the Holy Russian Orthodox 
Church, the whole of the U.S.S.R., and its 
leaders, 

: Your brother in Christ, 


(Signed) CYRIL, 
Archbishop of York.” 


Similar messages have been sent to the 
heads of the following Churches :— 

The Archbishop of Abo, Primate of Fin- 
land, The Archbishop of Upsala, Primate of 
Sweden, The Swiss Old Catholic Bishop 
Kuery, The (Mcumenical Patriarch, The 
Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria, The 
Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch, The 
Archbishop of Athens, The Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, The Metropolitan 
Leontios, Locum Tenens of Cyprus, The 
Metropolitan Stepan of Sofia, The Patriarch 
Nicodim of Rumania, The Coptic Patriarch 
The Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, The 
Syrian Orthodox Patriarch Ephrem, The 
Catholics of South India, The Assyrian 
-Patriarch, The President of the Swiss Fed- 
eration of Protestant Churches. 


Messages were also broadcast to listeners 
in Holland, Norway and Denmark and a 
message to Czechoslovakia was handed to 
the Czech authorities in London. A message 
was given to Dr. Mare Boegner, head of the 
French Protestant Churches—he is at pres- 
ent in London. 


Orthodox Memorial Service 


King Peter of Yugoslavia and King George 
of Greece were officially represented at the 
Orthodox Memorial Service for Archbishop 
Temple, which was held in the Greek Cathe- 
dral, Moscow Road, Bayswater, London, on 
November 4th. All the Orthodox clergy of 
London, together with representatives of all 
the Orthodox nationalities, took part in this 
unprecedented tribute to the head of a non- 
Orthodox Church. Anglican friends of the 
Orthodox Church were present. The Arch- 
bishop of Thyateira said that Dr. Temple 
greatly contributed to the firm establishment 
of the brotherly relations between the Church 
of England and the Orthodox Church through 
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his profound theological knowledge, the | 
breadth of his spiritual outlook, and the | 
unflagging zeal that he devoted to that cause. — 


Bishop of New York’s Tribute 


_ Se 

The Bishop of New York (the Rt. Rev. | 
W. T. Manning, D.D.) issued the following — 
statement on hearing of the death of Dr. — 
Temple :— +] 

“The news of the death of the Archbishop - 
of Canterbury will be received with profound © 
sorrow and with a great sense of loss by the | 
clergy and people of the Anglican Commun- ~ 
ion throughout the world. 

“To me the loss is that of a greatly valued | 
friend through many years. Archbishop | 
Temple’s unwavering faith, his sincerity and — 
his great gifts had given him a place of © 
leadership in the whole of Christendom and | 
his fearless utterances on the War Issues | 
have been an immense moral influence for 
Right and Justice. His death is an immeas- 
urable loss, especially at this time.” 


A Message from Bulgaria 


The Archbishop of Sofia sent the following — 
telegram to the Archbishop of York :— 4 
“We pray that God will receive the Arch- ~ 
bishop’s soul in everlasting happiness. We ~ 
constantly pray for your Church and nation ~ 
and their leaders. Greetings to your beloved ~ 

self. 
Your Brother in Christ, 


STEFAN.” 


NG Exiled German Professor 


Last week Dr. Bell, Bishop of Chichester, — 
received the following telegram from Dr. ~ 
Siegmund-Schultze, one of the secretaries of — 
the former World Alliance for Promoting 
Friendship through the Churches :— 

“Deeply moved Archbishop Temple’s death. 
Please convey sympathy to all concerned. — 
We shall miss his wisdom when Church in- 
fluence on distracted world is needed. Con- — 
tinental Europe falls to nihilism without — 
Christian witness against war spirit and 
destruction methods.’” 4 

Dr. Siegmund-Schultze went into voluntary — 
exile in Switzerland very soon after the 
beginning of the Nazi regime in Germany. — 
Besides his association with the World AI- 
liance movement now absorbed into the ~ 
World Council, he has been Chairman of the 
Executive of the International Fellowship of — 
Reconciliation and a member of the Embas- — 
sies of Reconciliation. He was formerly pas- — 
tor of Potsdam and Professor of Social — 
Pedagogy in the University of Berlin. 
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